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Marx and Justice

An apparent paradox runs through Marx’ s thought about justice. On the one hand, his major works, such
as Capital appear to be written from the standpoint of high moral outrage. Marx uses justice-based
concepts - - ‘exploitation’, ‘theft’, ‘robbery’ and ‘unpaid labour’ - - to condemn capitalism. But on the
other hand, Marx is often read as asserting that moral judgements are ‘mere ideology’; ‘ obsol ete verbal
nonsense’ . And Marx never saysthat capitalism is unjust. In fact, he saysthat it is by no means unjust.
What should we make of this tension?

Topic 1: The Marxian Critique of Justice.
Topic 2: Distribution under Communism
Primary Sour ces

The pamphlet Critique of the Gotha Programme is the most useful of Marx’ stextsin this context. It is
here he sets out the position ‘ from each according to their ability, to each according to their need'. It is
reprinted in the Penguin collection of Marx: The First International and After: Political Writings Volume
3.It isalso available as a cheap pamphlet, and in many other collections, although the version printed in
McLennan is edited in an unhelfpul way.

Other relevant passages from Marx are widely scattered among his works. But much of the materia is
cited in the secondary literature.

When reading the Wood/Husami debate, please read Wood 1972 first, then Husami, then Wood 1979. It
IS better to read these papers before reading the Geras and L ukes papers.
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